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words which, though not new, were very rare, and
immediately these words have become popular and
ordinary words.

The first great English poet was Chaucer, and the
great English philologists feel sure that he must
have made many new words and made many rare
words common; but it is not easy to say that
Chaucer made any particular word, because we do
not know enough of the language which was in use
at that time to say so. One famous phrase of
Chaucer is often quoted now: " after the schole of
Stratford-atte-Bowe," which he used in describing
the French spoken by one of the Canterbury Pil-
grims in his great poem. He meant that this was
not pure French, but French spoken in the way and
with the peculiar accent used at Stratford (a part
of London near Bow Church). We now often use
the phrase to describe any accent which is not
perfect.

But though we do not know for certain which
words Chaucer introduced, we do know that this
first great English poet must have introduced many,
especially French words; while Wyclif, the first
great English prose writer, who translated part of
the Bible from Latin into English, must also have
given us many new words, especially from the
Latin. The English language never changed so
much after the time of Chaucer and Wyclif as it
had done before*

The next really  great  English  poet,  Edmund